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PO: Mr./Howard P. Willens 
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SUBJECT: Letter to tine Russian Government 


| Background | SMe | 
Tee Oswald aeons almost. — years in Russia. | Almost * 
our sole sources of information on these years are pis own 
writings and correspondence and Marina’ s testimony. We. aa 
therefore preparing a letter to be sent to ‘the Russian ia fee 
| ‘Government asking tor additional information. “e ae : ” es : ag 


On 21 January 1964 the CIA Sant us. a araft, of ‘such aoa ast 


- 


| letter. The State ‘Department has. commented that in ‘its 


-°S epanton’ the CIA Graft would probably have serious adverse faa 


. Giplomatic effects. The State Department ‘feels: that the A 
» OLA draft cnpeian an inference that we suspect - ‘that Oswald we 


_ might have. been an agent Lor the Soviet) “Government and. that 


- we are asking. the Russian Government ‘to document our os, 


ons 


“ suspicions. A ead State Department feels that the ‘Russians - | 
will not answer a letter of this \cind, at least not ‘trutn- Std 


fully, and that it will also do positive harm in ‘that ‘they, pie 


will take offense at our sending it ‘to then ‘The State 


- Department proposes instead that we send a very short eed” 


~ 


aoe waa for whatever. information the Russian” 
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Government cares to furnish us on Lee Harvey Oswalé and 
his wire, Marine. . 
On 31 January 1964 Mr. Allen Dulles dropped into nly 


orifice to converse generally on ats foreign aspects of tae 
assassination. At that time he made twa points. | Birsty 


he felt that we should not re lease Marina’ s testimony: to 


the conepall public or. even to her attorney until af cer we 
had received our answers from the Russian Government.’ ie s ee 
feels that so long as ane Russians are “in doubt as to how aoe 


uch Marina disclosed, they may be under some pressure’ vo ot 


~ 


give us accurate and more-or-less complete information." 


Second, Mr. Dulles felt t that we ‘should not try to. ‘trap, tae 
Russians into giving us inaccurate or Ancomplete information. 


and that we should especially ave giving the Russians the. 
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‘ hanenenis or our trying to do this. . ‘Mr. Dulles” suggested © 


=< wes @;? 


hat wherever we nave information against waich we can check 


AS eit a aint 
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the Russian answers that we indicate this fact to ‘the. 27) 


> ° 
- Sa eS er, 


Russians din our questions’ = them. wre ‘Dalles: ‘aid ‘hot mean, 
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that we indicate to the Russians wnat our information was, 


_- 

val, —- »” “es ‘ 

- .« “= ~~ 
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but only that we indicate that we have at | _ poring bis ae 


- . 
- - 
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conversation with me, ir. Dulles said that he would send his’: 


™ 
—_? e's 
the 9 = ae 


— or the CIA's wim maaan letter to the Russian Government 


_ 


back to me as soon as ‘possible with his comments noted on ‘tne 


marein. So far L have not received this from Mr. “Dulles. 
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Recommendavions 
biy inclination at the present time is that the Stete 


Devartment's recommended approach is provably oreféerable to 


the inialade However, I would modify the State SeneRSaEne 


approacn slightly py following the general ReRURES WLEA 2. - 
few — very few —-. specific questions. Taese questions would : 
be restricted to az reas ‘that were both important to us and not 


such as to cive iaweseal offense to the Russians. | T think 


~ 


- - 


that ineluding a few specific questions might even be a bene- 


| ficial in ‘that, if we were careful in the | choice of and ne 


. drafting or these questions, we mignt sucessfully convey to 


the Russian Government the impression that ac the present” 


~ 


time at least we were inclined to regard Oswald as neurotically 


- 


4 - 
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‘ and personally motivated in killing the President rather ‘than _ 


- being motivated by anything connected with the ‘Russian (AES 
‘Government. In other MERB properly chosen. ‘and. Grartea : 
specific questions hE serve to. allay ‘suspicion rather than 

With the foregoing general eriteria “an mind, STeesa eee 


propose including specific questions such as the ‘following: eau 


Wi would 1ike ta haves Sy RES 
S gs “Copies of all document's and records a eon 

nection with 7 hospitalizations and other medical: ie : 
examinations and treatments of Lee Harvey, somal a ee 
Mrs. Marina Oswald during her ‘adult ge, including: eee ee. 
Qa) His treatment in Gcteber 1959. ‘in Koscow ; ; 
es fo ae Sate Sas Eas i 
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when, accor ding to his owa : diary, ne 
was found unconsefous in his notel 
room by Intourist Guide em. snirokova 


/ ’ 
after an acLenp ter suicide. 


(2) Any examinations or. treatments nade of | 


Marina Oswald on or about October: 2962 


when, according to Lee Harvey Oswald's . 


diary, Marina Oswald was treated for 


_ nervous exhaustion. SSUES aoe 


| 2. The results or ay physical examinations," 


psychological tests or psychological examinations fade at any ~ 
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time on Lee Harvey Oswald or Marina Oswald. alg Pete Beg 


. es “e 
on Oa SR 73 
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3; Copies of all communications ‘to and. from 


=, owe 


Lee Harvey Oswald with any organ or. commission of the Russian | 


“<< ats 
~~ a 


-Governnent in relation to his entering Russia and. seeiing 


_ permission to reside tnere and ia relation to his seeking | 


“Russian ¢itizenship during tete 1959 and thereafter. = ee 
7 te Copies of all conespondence to and from : 


Lee Harvey Oswald with any Organ or commission of © ne amet 


= 


, ave 3 Me 
-- 


Government in reference to Oswald's efforts to leave Russia. 


» —— a ““~ 
- -- + 


and return to the United States. “ete Se eae etree ott oes: coe 
5. Copies of all correspondence | to “and from Mérine 
a in reference to her attempts to leave Russia vena” 
accompany her husband to the United States. eae ee 
é. Copies of the file on Lee Harvey Oswald kept by “ 
the Soviet Consulate in Mexico | Clty. Ags aap ears BaP coke 
my 8 oy HEE aa Soe Re egies oe 
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7. Copies of any records showing Grunkenness, 
violence, disorderly conduct or other abnormal behavior on ” 
tne part or Oswald, whether or not criminal. | 

You will note that I have not asked in the foregoing 
questions (except for No. 6 and No. 7) ror ae en 

memoranda minutes, etc., as does the CIA draft. 

The ‘following questions might be asked, but rt en inclined 
to think that they are not important enough to warrant ae 
probably offending the Soviet covernment by Aneluding them: 

1. In the file furnished to the Unit ed States 

Government by the Soviet Government covering the “correspondence 7" 
between the Russian Embassy . in Washington,: Ds OG and. ; 8 
~ee Harvey red Marina Oswald; there is a letter dated - 
“daly 9, 1962 from N. Reznichenko, Chief. of the Consular ya 
Section, to Marina Oswald and a letter dated August . 15, 1gée - 


to N. Reznichenko from Marina Oswald. Both letters vefer™ to 


ore - **, 


- 


a "Form Card No. 118, " and the Letter dated ‘August 15; -1962 * 
“states that the Form Card has been filed out and is inelosed. 


7s 


“eke Possible, we request that a. copy of this Form Cara be 
' furnished to us at this time. 5 et ee caste 


- 4 
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"3 ee A description of Oswald's job ; in the Winsk Radio ‘ana 


e-4 1 ‘0 ‘2 


Television factory, plus copies of all employment records, at 
union eeeands and other job-related activities of Lee Harvey | 
Oswald. 7 a Sa ae ge S gare 

3. A statement as to why Lee Harvey Oswald was not ae 


- 
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eranted Russian citizenship status by the Russizn Governnent, 2 


oe 8 ’ | C 
( 
‘Or, if Oswald was offered Sucn citizenship and he rerused, 
copies of all correspondence to and from Oswald on this 
Subject. | | | | 
The CIA Grart includes certain inquiries on Oswald! = 
ovmership of weapons in the Soviet Union. The CIA Graft does © 


Oc £0 on to ask about his membersnip in the Minsk gun club, 


| wiich would seem logically to follow in this context. David 
Belin’ has told me that he no longer regards the issue of 

Oswald's ‘marksmanship as of primary importance and that. ES 
therefore, although he would welcome whatever additional. Set ae 


evidence we might obtain from the Russian Government as ‘to 


— ~ . 


Oswald's Skill with firearms, he does “not feel that this is, 


a high-priority item. In my own opinion, the. aie ae 


_-_, 


» reason we might ‘tant to ask questions in regard to Oswald's 


a Sree ea a et ire 


o + theeecas and/or. hunting activities in ‘the Soviet. ‘Union is | ‘to. 


- find out whether the gun club and these axkivihias were some os 


~_ 


et . 


: sort of cover-up for Sabotage or espionage training. 0 
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Certainly, if such was the case, the Russians will, not admit | ene 


4 nor will Gey furnish us any evidence from which we can 


« 
- 


document. such a conclusion on our part. Consequentiy, =. 
because trying to get information as to a "cover-up" is “hope- 2 
less and because the marksmanship angle is not crucial, a a 
recommend. that we not question the Russian Government on. the 1 
subject of Oswald's firearms and/or ae activities in. * 


Russia. 


